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This notice is not the contract that makes
you liable for the debt.

§444.4 Late charges.

(a) In connection with collecting a
debt arising out of an extension of
credit to a consumer in or affecting
commerce, as commerce is defined in
the Federal Trade Commission Act, it
is an unfair act or practice within the
meaning of section 5 of that Act for a
creditor, directly or indirectly, to levy
or collect any deliquency charge on a
payment, which payment is otherwise
a full payment for the applicable pe-
riod and is paid on its due date or with-
in an applicable grace period, when the
only delinquency is attributable to late
fee(s) or delinquency charge(s) assessed
on earlier installment(s).

(b) For purposes of this section, col-
lecting a debt means any activity other
than the use of judicial process that is
intended to bring about or does bring
about repayment of all or part of a con-
sumer debt.

§444.5 State exemptions.

(a) If, upon application to the Federal
Trade Commission by an appropriate
State agency, the Federal Trade Com-
mission determines that:

(1) There is a State requirement or
prohibition in effect that applies to
any transaction to which a provision of
this rule applies; and

(2) The State requirement or prohibi-
tion affords a level of protection to
consumers that is substantially equiva-
lent to, or greater than, the protection
afforded by this rule;

Then that provision of the rule will not
be in effect in that State to the extent
specified by the Federal Trade Com-
mission in its determination, for as
long as the State administers and en-
forces the State requirement or prohi-
bition effectively.
(b) [Reserved]
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§453.1 Definitions.

(a) Alternative container. An ‘‘alter-
native container’” is an unfinished
wood box or other non-metal receptacle
or enclosure, without ornamentation
or a fixed interior lining, which is de-
signed for the encasement of human re-
mains and which is made of fiberboard,
pressed-wood, composition materials
(with or without an outside covering)
or like materials.

(b) Cash advance item. A ‘‘cash ad-
vance item” is any item of service or
merchandise described to a purchaser
as a ‘‘cash advance,” ‘‘accommoda-
tion,” ‘‘cash disbursement,” or similar
term. A cash advance item is also any
item obtained from a third party and
paid for by the funeral provider on the
purchaser’s behalf. Cash advance items
may include, but are not limited to:
cemetery or crematory services; pall-
bearers; public transportation; clergy
honoraria; flowers; musicians or sing-
ers; nurses; obituary notices; gratuities
and death certificates.

(c) Casket. A ‘‘casket” is a rigid con-
tainer which is designed for the encase-
ment of human remains and which is
usually constructed of wood, metal, fi-
berglass, plastic, or like material, and
ornamented and lined with fabric.

(d) Commission. ‘‘Commission” refers
to the Federal Trade Commission.

(e) Cremation. ‘“‘Cremation’ is a heat-
ing process which incinerates human
remains.

(f) Crematory. A ‘‘crematory’ is any
person, partnership or corporation that
performs cremation and sells funeral
goods.

(g) Direct cremation. A ‘‘direct crema-
tion” is a disposition of human re-
mains by cremation, without formal
viewing, visitation, or ceremony with
the body present.

(h) Funeral goods. ‘‘Funeral goods”
are the goods which are sold or offered
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